
On October 16th 1978 Karol Józef Wojtyla was elected 
Pope on the eight ballot. He chose the name John 

Paul II in honour of his immediate predecessors John Paul 
I and Paul VI. He was the first non- Italian pope in 455 
years. Pope John Paul II was an outspoken opponent of 
apartheid in South Africa and against the death penalty. 
John Paul II was one of the most influential leaders of 
the 20th century. He is recognised as helping to end 
Communist rule in his native Poland and eventually all 
of Europe. He was one of the most travelled world leaders 
in history, visiting 129 countries during his pontificate. 
Pope John Paul II became the first pontiff to visit Ireland 
in 1979. One million people went to the Phoenix Park 
in Dublin to see him celebrate mass. A few days later he 
gave this iconic message during a youth mass in Galway, 
“Young people of Ireland, I love you” 

After over twenty-five years as pope, two assassination 
attempts, one of which resulted in severe physical 
injury to the Pope, and a number of cancer scares, 
John Paul's physical health declined. In 2001 he was 
diagnosed as suffering from Parkinson’s disease. Despite 
difficulty speaking more than a few sentences at a time, 
trouble hearing and severe osteoarthritis, he continued to 
tour the world, although rarely walking in public.

On April 2nd 2005 at about 15.30pm Pope John Paul 
II spoke his final words to those present at his bedside. 
“I have searched for you, and now you have come to 
me, and I thank you” in polish he spoke the following – 
“Allow me to depart to the house of my father”. 

Upon the death of John Paul II, a number of clergy at the 
Vatican and laymen throughout the world began referring 
to the late pontiff as "John Paul the Great"—only the 
fourth pope to be so acclaimed – the others being Pope 
Leo I, Pope Gregory I and Pope Nicholas I. 

At the beginning of the new millennium, and at the close 
of the Great Jubilee during which we celebrated the two 
thousandth anniversary of the birth of Jesus and a new 
stage of the Church's journey, Pope John Paul II quoted 
from the words of Jesus when one day, 
after speaking to the crowds from 
Simon's boat, he invited the 
Apostle to “put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets 
for a catch:”  As we put out into 
the deep of our lives we must 
continually trust that God is  
with us.

Saint  
John Paul II
Born – Karol Wojtyla 
May 18th 1920 in Wadowice, Poland 

Died: April 2nd 2005 aged 84 years

Motto: Totus tuus – totally yours

Feast day: October 22nd  
anniversary of his papal inauguration in 1978

Patronage: World Youth Day 



After 11 ballots Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was 
elected pope on October 28th 1958 aged 76 

years. He was the first pope to take the pontifical 
name of “John” upon election in more than 500 years. 

He surprised a lot of people by calling the historic 
Second Vatican Council- the first session opening 
on October 11th 1962. His passionate views on 
equality were summed up in his famous statement 
“We are all made of Gods image, and thus, we are 
all Godly alike”. 

He became the first pope since 1870 to make pastoral 
visits in his Diocese of Rome. On Christmas day he 
visited children infected with polio at the Bambino 
Gesù Hospital and then visited Santo Spirito Hospital. 
The following day, he visited Rome’s Regina Coeli 
prison, where he told the inmates: “You could not 
come to me, so I came to you.”   

He died from stomach cancer on June 3rd 1963,  
two sessions before the completion of Second 

Vatican Council. On the morning of his death the 
pope spoke to the papal sacristan with these words 
“I had the great grace to be born into a Christian 
family, modest and poor, but with the fear of the 
Lord. My time on earth is drawing to a close. But 
Christ lives on and continues his work in  
the Church” 

I choose John... a name sweet to us because it is 
the name of our father, dear to me because it is the 
name of the humble parish church where I was 
baptised, the solemn name of numberless cathedrals 
scattered throughout the world, including our own 
basilica St. John Lateran. Twenty-
two Johns of indisputable 
legitimacy have been Pope, 
and almost all had a brief 
pontificate. We have preferred 
to hide the smallness of our 
name behind this magnificent 
succession of Roman Popes.

Saint  
John XXIII
Born – Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 
November 25th 1881 
Died: June 3rd 1963
Motto: Obedience and Peace
Feast day: 11th October   
anniversary of the day of first session  
of Vatican Council II

Patronage: Papal delegates – 
affectionately known as Good John XXIII




