
Nano Nagle was the eldest of six children to her 
parents Garret and Ann Mathews Nagle and 
they lived in Ballygriffin, which is situated in the 
Blackwater Valley between Fermoy and Mallow. 
It possesses views of the distant Nagle Mountains, 
much of this region was once owned by the Nagle 
family. The Nagles’ loyalty to the Catholic King 
James III of England and Ireland cost them to loose 
extensive lands. 

Having attended a hedge school close to her 
home for a period Nano finished her education in 
France. Also under Penal Laws it was forbidden 
for Catholics to attend school or to travel overseas 
to be educated. Those who dared to teach were 
subjected to heavy fines, confiscations and periods 
of imprisonment. It seems the declared object was 
to reduce the Catholics in Ireland to a miserable 
populace, without property, without estimation and 
without education. 

The Nagles had family who were merchants in Cork 
city and had strong connections in Europe especially 
France. It was through these channels that Nano and 
her sister Ann were smuggled to Paris- in a cargo 
ship. There she finished her education and did not 
return to Ireland until the death of her father in 1746. 

Nano had planned on returning to France and 
intended entering an Ursuline convent but a 
spiritual director advised her to take up the 
education of deprived children in Ireland. She set 
up her first school for the poor in a rented cabin 
in Cove Lane in Cork city (the site of the South 
Presentation Convent) with about 30 students- nine 
months later she was educating about 200 girls. 

By the late 1700’s she had opened 7 schools, 5 for 
girls and 2 for boys, the pupils were provided with 
a basic education and religious instruction. Not 
everybody in Cork welcomed the initiative and 
she was insulted on the streets on occasion and her 
pupils dismissed as beggars. 

After school she started to visit the sick and 
the elderly bringing them food and medicine. 
Nano opened homes for aged women and began 
conducting adult classes. Her night time ministries 
to the poor and the elderly gave her the nickname 
“The Lady with the Lantern” as she was witnessed 
returning home through the busy dim lit streets of 
Cork each evening. Her lantern has now become the 
symbol of the Presentation Sisters all over the world. 

When her uncle Joseph died, he left her a large sum 
of money, which she devoted to building schools and 
convents, providing relief for the poor and  
the infirm. 

Nano Nagle died on Monday 26th April 1784 aged 
65years. Her last message to her community was 
“Love one another as you have hitherto done.  
Spend your lives for the poor”. 

In the year 2000 Nano was voted Irish woman of the 
Millenium in recognition of her importance as a 
pioneer of female education in Ireland. 

Nano is buried in a simple 
grave in the nuns’ graveyard 
behind the chapel of South 
Presentation Convent in  
Cork city. 

Founder: “Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary” (BPVM) –  
also known as the Presentation Sisters.
She received the habit on 29th June 1776-taking the name  
Mother Mary of St John of God.  
Declared venerable in the Roman Catholic Church on October 31st 2013 by Pope 
Francis- (a title given to a deceased person who has attained a certain degree of 
sanctity but has not been fully beatified or canonized). 
Famously known as the Lady with the Lantern.

Hanora (Nano) Nagle
BORN: 1718 IN BALLYGRIFFIN NEAR KILLAVULLEN CO CORK. DIED: 26TH APRIL 1784.

 



PRAYER TO NANO  
FOR A SPECIAL INTENTION
Lord, 

You filled the heart of Nano Nagle with loving 
care & compassion for those in need. Through 
your intercession, help us in our present need 
(………………).

We pray that, like her, we grow in your love & 
in the love of the poor & the most vulnerable 
of this world.

Amen.



A Prayer on  
Life’s Journey
Lord, as I face this new day
May I have courage to believe and  
trust that you are with me.
Lord, You can make all things  
possible, please be my constant 
guide and friend.
May I recognise my own many gifts
And have the courage to use them
As I face the unknown and the  
exciting challenges that lie ahead.
Help me to see as you see,

and to reach out to people with 
love and respect,
as Nano Nagle did.

Nano Nagle, pray for us


